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1. Introduction

The history of the SHA’s library can be found on the Society’s website. Currently, the
volunteer staff of the SHA’s Library Service comprise:

e Librarian James Dawson library@shastro.org.uk

e Assistant Librarian Carolyn Bedwell library.assistant@shastro.org.uk

2. Aims of the SHA Library

The SHA Library (named the Sir Robert Ball Library) exists primarily as a resource for
members of the Society for the History of Astronomy, but also as a reference library for
members of the Birmingham and Midland Institute in which the library is housed. Managed
and run by unpaid volunteers it is dedicated to helping SHA members in their research and
to assisting them in increasing their knowledge of, and enjoyment in, the history of
astronomy. Its acquisitions reflect members’ interests, insofar as funds and donations
allow. Members are encouraged to contact the library if there are specific items they feel
the library should carry, or if they have items they are considering donating to the library
for others to enjoy.

3. Location and access to collections

The Sir Robert Ball Library is located in the Benson Room which is on the lower ground floor
of the Birmingham and Midland Institute (BMI), 9 Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS,
England, (see: http://www.bmi.org.uk/). Located in the heart of the city of Birmingham, the
BMI is less than a 10 minute walk from both Birmingham New Street and Snow Hill railway
stations.

We aim to open the library at least one day per month (often two), and the coming opening
dates are listed on the website. There is no access to the SHA Library at other times and the
library is securely double locked and alarmed. If you would like to come and use the library
at a time other than the advertised opening dates then please do contact the library staff
and we can try to accommodate this at a mutually convenient time: library@shastro.org.uk



https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/library/
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk
mailto:library.assistant@shastro.co.uk
http://www.bmi.org.uk/
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/library/
mailto:library@shastro.org.uk

There are toilets close to the library, and a lift between the floors of the building. A café on-
site is open from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Friday and serves tea, coffee and a variety of
sandwiches and light snacks.

There is no on-site car park, though paid on-street parking may be available in the
surrounding streets, and there are several car parks within easy reach.

4. Services

The Library provides the following:

e Books, journals, miscellaneous publications and AV material.

e The services of SHA volunteer library staff, by arrangement (eg literature and online
searches).

e Access to a computer, printer, scanner and the internet.

e Photocopying (A4, black & white).

5. Collections
The Sir Robert Ball Library currently comprises seven collections:

e General Collection; historic and modern books and AV items for reference only.

o Reference Collection; encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc for reference only.

e The Stuart Williams Collection; historic and modern books, including space
exploration, for reference only.

e The Alan Cox Memorial Collection of Amateur Astronomy; historic and modern books
on amateur astronomy.

e Journals; a major collection of historic and modern scholarly astronomical journals and
magazines.

e The Sir Patrick Moore Collection; mainly modern books for lending to SHA members.

e Miscellaneous; reprints, leaflets and other miscellaneous items.

Recent bequests to the library from Gilbert Satterthwaite, Madeline Cox and Roger Jones
have been incorporated into the main library stock. The origin of these books is both logged
on the library database, and also inside the books themselves.

Work is still ongoing in the library to arrange the collections to make the most of the space
available and to make access to them as user friendly as possible for visitors. As a
temporary measure, all books are currently listed by shelf number, which is shown in this
catalogue. If a book is removed from a shelf please ensure it is returned to that shelf or left
for library staff to shelve.

Updates

As work continues in the library the catalogue will be updated and new versions of the
catalogue will be posted on the library page of the Society's website:
https://societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com/library/
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6. Books for loan
Books in the Sir Patrick Moore Lending Collection are available for loan. Unfortunately it is
not practicable to offer a postal loan service at present but this is under review.

7. Guidance on the use of material
Whilst it is expected that Members will take good care of all items whilst in their
possession, they are requested to pay for any damage or loss incurred.

Care of materials. Many items in the Sir Robert Ball Library are old, delicate, valuable and in
some cases irreplaceable. Therefore care needs to be taken when using them. There are
cushions to rest books on when opening them. If a book has white tape around it, it is
because the binding is worn so extra care is needed when handling this item.

As is common practice with archival material, pencils only should be used when making
notes. You may use your own laptop and cameras, but there are only a limited number of
power sockets in the library.

As is usual practice, eating and drinking is not permitted in the Sir Robert Ball Library.

Facilities. There is a laptop in the library running Windows 10 which is for members to use,
a printer/scanner and a black & white A4 photocopier. There is a charge of 10p per A4
sheet for printing or photocopying in black & white.

There is free Wifi at the BMI for visitors.

8. Photocopying, scanning, photography and copyright

Subject to copyright restrictions and the physical condition and size of the items in
guestion, visitors are permitted to photocopy, scan or photograph materials as they see fit,
within reason.

Library staff are happy to copy a small number of pages for members who are unable to
visit the library in person; the speed of this service will depend upon other commitments
the library staff have, and the cost of copying and postage will fall on the member.

The lighting in the library is from fluorescent strip lights which are not ideal for
photography. Flash photography is permitted.

Copyright rules apply regardless of the method used to make copies. These differ for non-
commercial, private study (‘fair dealing’) and commercial use. In the latter case, the owner
of the copyright should be contacted for permission to use the material, which may involve
a fee.

http://www.cla.co.uk/copyright information/copyright information/
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9. Archives

The Society’s Archives are kept at the Institute of Astronomy Library in Cambridge. They
may be consulted by prior arrangement with the Archivist, Mark Hurn. Email
archive@shastro.org.uk or phone (01223) 337537 during office hours. Website:
http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/library/

10. Links to other libraries

SHA members are able to access the following libraries, via their normal arrangements for
non-members. You should contact the relevant library staff before visiting, to obtain any
formal permissions and find out about any special requirements, opening hours, etc.

The Royal Observatory, Edinburgh.

e Librarian: Karen Moran

e Website: www.roe.ac.uk/roe/library

e Email: ksm@roe.ac.uk / library@roe.ac.uk

e Telephone: 0131 668 8395

e [nformation: SHA Newsletter, issue 5, November 2004

The Royal Astronomical Society, London.

e Librarian: Sian Prosser
e \Website: www.ras.org.uk/library
e Telephone: 020 7734 4582

Royal Museums Greenwich, London.
e \Website: www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum/caird-library
e Telephone: 020 8858 4422

The Yorkshire Museum, York.

e \Website: www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/
e Email: enquiries@ymt.org.uk
e Telephone: 01904 687687

The Library and Research Facilities of member Andrew Stephens, Cheltenham.
e Information: Contact the SHA Library library@shastro.org.uk
SHA Newsletter, issue 12, November 2006
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11. Journal catalogue

Journals are kept in alphabetical order of title in the Sir Robert Ball Library. Some runs are
incomplete. The SHA would be most grateful if members have any of the missing volumes
that they would like to donate to the Library.

Journals are listed as:

Title Volume (Parts) Numbers Year

The Antiquarian Astronomer [Shelf 82]
1-12 2004-2018

Archaeoastronomy [Shelf 97]
1-20 1979-1995

Astronomy & Geophysics [Shelf 86]
38- 1997-

Astronomy Now [Shelf 60]
Society News extracts 1987-2007

Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society [Shelves 123, 131]
Vols 1-28; 31-38; 40-42

Bulletin of the British Sundial Society

No.1 Summer 1983

No.2 Winter 1984

No.3 Spring 1984

Please note that a full set of the BSIS on CD ROM is kept in the Reference Collection

English Mechanic. [Shelves 75 and 76]
The DVD version is shelved in the Reference Collection of the Sir Robert Ball Library. These

DVD’s are produced by and on sale from SHA member Eric Hutton — see his website:
http://www.englishmechanic.com

History of Science [Shelf 90]
1-10 1962-1971

IAU Circulars

IAU Circular February 1955
IAU Circular December 1955
IAU Circular April 1956
IAU Circular March 1957
IAU Circular September 1957
IAU Circular March 1958


http://www.englishmechanic.com/

IAU Circular May 1958
No. 3 AU Circular October 1958
No. 4 |AU Circular October 1958

IAU Information Bulletins [Shelf 85]
No. 1 June 1959 — No. 93 June 2003 (complete)

IAU Publications

IAU 24" General Assembly, Manchester, 7-18 Aug 2000

IAU Colloquium 110: Library and Information

Services in Astronomy, 1988

Les Observatoires Astronomiques et les

Astronomes (Observatoire Royale de Belgique), 1959

The Astronomical Thesaurus, 1993

(pre-publication copy)

IAU — Newsletter of the Inter-Union Commission for History of Astronomy
Nos. 1-5, June 2001 — June 2003.

IAU Assembly Programme Sets (some incomplete) [Shelf 85]

8" General Assembly 1952
9™ General Assembly 1955
11" General Assembly 1961
13" General Assembly 1967
14™ General Assembly 1970
15" General Assembly 1973
16™ General Assembly 1976
17" General Assembly 1979
18™ General Assembly 1982
19" General Assembly 1985
20" General Assembly 1988
21* General Assembly 1991
22" General Assembly 1994
23" General Assembly 1997
24" General Assembly 2000

Indian Journal of History of Science [Shelf 90]

36 (1-2, 3-4) 2001
37 (1,2,3,4) 2002
38 (1,2,3,4) 2003
39 (1,2,3) 2004

Irish Astronomical Journal [Shelves 85 and 92]

1 (1) Mar 1950
2(2,6,7,8) 1952-3
3 (1-8) 1954-55
4 (1, 3-4) 1956

5 (1,2-3,5,6,7,8) 1958-9
6 (1-8) 1963-64



Special issue
11 (5,6)
12 (3,4)
13 (7,8)
14 (1-8)
15(1,2)
16 (1-4)
17 (1-4)
18 (1-4)
19 (2x2, 3-4)
20 (1,2, 3%, 4)

21 (1%,2%,, 3* & 4%)

22 (1%, 2)
23 (1%, 2%)
24 (1,2)

25 (1%, 2)
26(1, 2)
27 (1%, 2%)

1965-66
1967-68
1969-70
1971
1972 (dedicated to EJ Opik)
1974
1975
1976
1979-80
1981
1983-84
1985-86
1987-88
1989-90
1991-92
1993-94
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000; Ceased publication

* contain Cyclopedia of Telescope Makers

Isis [Shelves 85, 144-148]

63 -100 1972-2009

Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage (all available online) [Shelf 85]

(1,2)
(1,2)
(1,2)
(1,2)
(1,2)
(1,2)
(1,2)
(1)

(3)

[
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2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Journal of the British Astronomical Association (JBAA) [Shelves 8, 16, 24, 32, 40, 48]
(all past editions are available online for BAA members and on DVD and the library

computer)

1 (1(reprint), 1,2,3,4,5,8,9,10)+ Supp & Index 1890-1891
2 (1,2,3,4,5, 6,7,8,9,10) + Supp & Index 1891-1892
3 (2,3,4,6)Jan Feb Mar May 1893

4 (1,4,6,) Dec 1893, Mar May 1894

5 (2,5,6,7,8,9,10) +Index 1894-1895

50 (3,7,8,9) 1940
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(1,2,3,4,5,7,8,10)
(2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9)
(1,2,3,4,6,7)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8)
(1,2,3,4,5,6,7)
(7,8)
(1,3,4,5,6,7,8)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(2,4.5)

(4,6)

(1,5,7)

(1,8Pt1)

(6,8 Pt 2) Oct
(3,5,6,7,8)
(2,3,4,5,6,7,8) Oct
(1,2,3,5,6)

(6)

(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3.4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)
(1,2,3,4,5,6)

113 (1,2,3,4,5,6)
114 (1,2,3,4,5,6)

115-128 *to be checked

1940-41

1942

1942-43

1944

1945

1945-46

1947

1948

1948

1949

1951

1951

1952

1954

1955

1956

1957

1959

1963

1964

1964-65

1966

Dec 1968 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1979
Feb Apr AugJun Oct 1970

Dec 1970 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1971
Dec 1971 Feb Apr Jun Oct 1972

Dec 1972 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1973
Dec 1973 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1974
Dec 1974 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1975
Dec 1975 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1976
Dec 1976 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1977
Dec 1977 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1978
Dec 1978 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1979
Dec 1979 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1980
Dec 1980 Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct 1981
Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec 2003

Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec 2004
2006-2018 *to be checked

Index vols 1-50 (authorised photocopy) & 51-100 (BAA hardback)

DVD versions of the JBAA,

On Shelf 78
Volumes 1-50, 2012
Volumes 51-100, 2012

Volumes 101 onwards, 2012



On Shelf 77

Volumes 1-50, 2" Edition, 2016
Volumes 51-100, 2" Edition, 2016
Volumes 101-125, 2" Edition, 2016

These have been copied to the library computer for easier searching, as described in the
document accompanying the DVDs. (Printed version on Shelf 77)

Journal & Memoirs of the British Astronomical Association [Shelves 8, 16, 24, 32, 40, 48]
1-90 1890-1980

Journal for the History of Astronomy [Shelves 96 and 97]
1-48 1970-2017 Nos 1-173
Missing nos: 6, 48, 128, 149-159, 161-165

Leeds Astronomical Society. Journal & Transactions from 1894 to 1922. CD ROM

Journal of Science
2 (3™ series) or 17(0.S.) 1880
Please note this is shelved in the General Collection

Manchester Astronomical Society Journal [Shelf 124]
3 1915-16

4 1916-17

Also listed in main catalogue

Memoirs of the British Astronomical Association
Please note these items are shelved next to the JBAA
1(5)

20 (1)

32(2,3,4)

34 (1,2,3)

35(1,2,3,4)

36 (3)

37 (2)

Monthly Notices of the RAS (MNRAS) [Shelves 104-106, 108-112, 115-117
These are all available online for free.
1-7 1828-1847 (Vol 1 is Astronomical Society of London, some incomplete)

5(5,7,8) Geophysical Supplements 1847
8 1847-48

10 1849-50

11-18 1850-58

19-27 1858-1867 (some incomplete)

28 1867-68

29-30 1868-1870

31-34 1870-74


http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/content/by/year

35 (1,8 missing) 1874-75

36 (3 missing) 1875-76

39-89 1878-1928

91-185 1930-1978

Shelf 82

General Index to the Monthly Notices 1827-1869 Pages not bound, some uncut

General Index to the Monthly Notices 1869-1892
General Index to the Monthly Notices 1892-1910
General Index to the Monthly Notices 1911-1931
General Index to the Monthly Notices 1932-1950

Shelf 82

General Index to the Publications of the RAS containing:-
Occasional Notes Nos. 1-12 (1938-50)
Geophysical Supplement Vol 1-5  (1922-49)

Notes and Records of the Royal Society [Shelf 132]
Volumes 11-51 .Some missing.

Plus Decennia Index 1951-60 & Index to Notes and Records and Obituary Notices

The Moon: International Journal of Lunar Studies [Shelf 148]

1969-1972
These are shelved next to Isis.

The Observatory [Shelf 98-99]

Please note this item has both volumes and running part numbers

1020 “Centenary Celebration Issue”.

1-4 1877-1881 (1-56)

5 1882 (57-59, 61-68)

6-14 1883-1891 (69-182)

15 1892 (183-188, 191-195)

16 1893 (196, 197)

35 1912 (444-455)

53-54 1930-1931 (668-691)

62 1939 (776-787)

64 1941-1942 (800-811)
66-100 1945-1980 (824-1039) Note: 1000 has “Revue of Astronomy”,
101 1981 (1040-1042, 1044, 1045)
102 1982 (1046-1051)

103 1983 (1052-1057)

104-106 1984-1986  (1058-1075)

107 1987 (1076, 1078-1081)
108-117 1988-1997  (1082-1141)
118 1998 (1142)

10



119 1999 (1148-1153)

120 2000 (1154-58) Note: 1154, has “Revue of Astronomy”.
121 2001 (1160, 1163-1165)

122 2002 None

123 2003 (1172,1173,1175-1177)
124 2004 (1178-1183)

125 2005 (1184-1189)

126 2006 (1191, 1192)

127 2007 None

128 2008 (1202,1203, 1204, 1207)
129 2009 (1211, 1213)

130 2010 (1214, 1215)

131 2011 (1222)

132 2012 (1226-1231)

133 2013 (1232-1237)

134 2014 (1238-1242)

135 2015 (1244, 1245, 1247-1249)
136 2016 (1250-1255)

137 2017 (1256-1261)

138 2018 (1262-1265)

Indexes Vols: 1-75, 76-90, 91-120, 123, 124, 125, 128, 129, 132, 133, 135, 136,
137

Occasional Notes of the RAS [Shelf 82]
Nos. 1-21 1938-1959
Reprint from 9 Halley

Reprint from 10 Copernicus

Reprint from 11 J C Adams

RAS list of Fellows 1976

RAS list of Fellows 1981

Quarterly Journal of the RAS [Shelves 118-120]

3(2,4) 1962
4(1,2,3,4) 1963
5-37 1964 -1996

Quarterly Journal of Science [Shelf 156]

1 (old series) 1864
2 (new series) 1872
2 (3" series) 1880
1 (new series 8) 1871

RAS Memoirs [Shelves 93, 100, 102-103]

3-5 1827-33

7-13 1834-1843

Baily’s Experiments with the Mean Density of the Earth 1843
15-20 1846-1851

11



20-22 1851-1854
23 part only (paper by Lord Wrottesley) 1855

24-40 1856-74

42-50 1873-91

51 Observations made during Total Solar Eclipses 1879
52-53 1896-99

55-64 1904-1921 (64 appendix only)
Index to Vol 65(LXV) 1-65 1821-1929

65 (4) 1937

67 (2,3,4,5,6) 1955-63

General Index to the Memoirs 1871 (Vols 1-38)
General Index to the Memoirs 1871-1915 (Vols 39-60)

RAS Newsletter No 12 (Jun 87); 15 (Dec 88); 19 (Dec90); 28 (Mar 93); 28* (Sept 93); 29 (Dec
93 40 (Sep 96); 41 (Dec 96). * same no. used for Mar & Sep 93 [shelf 93]

Royal Greenwich Observatory Bulletins [Shelf 142]
1-16

18-20

22 -33

35-39

41-49

52 -61, 63

65-123

125- 145

147 - 152

154 -175

177 -181

183 -188

192-193

Missing: 17, 21, 34, 40, 50, 51, 62, 64, 124, 146, 153, 176, 182, 189, 190, 191.

Sky & Telescope Magazine None
Awaiting purchase of the complete digital collection

Speculum: Journal of the William Herschel Society [Shelf 89]
Missing volume 1
Vols 2-17, No 1 (2002 — Spring 2018)

Society for the History of Astronomy : Bulletin [Shelf 82]

(formerly “News” and “Newsletter”)
1-29 2002 - Spring 2018

12



Symposia of the International Astronomical Union. [Shelves 84, 114 & 120]
Symposium date, not publication date

Number | Title Year
1 Co-ordination of Galactic Research 1953
2 Gas dynamics of cosmic clouds 1953
3 Non-stable Stars 1955
4 Radio Astronomy 1955
6 Electromagnetic Phenomena 1956
7 Second Conference on Co-ordination of Galactic Research 1957
8 Third Symposium on Cosmical Gas Dynamics 1957
9 Paris Symposium on Radio Astronomy 1958
11 The Rotation of the Earth and Atomic Time Standards (thin booklet) 1958
14 The Moon 1960
17 Visual Double Stars 1961
19 Site testing [observing site testing] 1962
21 The system of astronomical constants 1963
23 Astronomical Observations from Space Vehicles 1964
24 Spectral Classification and Multicolour Photometry 1964
25 The Theory of Orbits in the Solar System and in Stellar Systems 1964
26 Abundance Determinations in Stellar Spectra 1964
41 New techniques in space astronomy 1970
46 The Crab Nebula 1970
47 The Moon 1971
65 Exploration of the Planetary System 1973
72 Abundance Effects in Classification 1976
76 Planetary Nebula : observations and theory 1977
80 The HR Diagram 1978
91 History of Oriental Astronomy 1985
112 The search for extraterrestrial life : recent developments 1985
133 Mapping the Sky : Past Heritage and Future Directions 1988
200 Poster proceedings: Birth and Evolution of Binary Stars 2000
260 The roles of Astronomy in Society And Culture 2009
269 Galileo's Medicean Moons : their impact on 400 years of discovery 2010
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Transactions of the International Astronomical Union [Shelves 83, 84, 124, 125]

Part A Part B Part C

Year Stocked? Year of Stocked? | Stocked?
published meeting
(year
published)
1(1) 1922 (1922) v
11(2) 1925 (1925) v
1 (3) 1928 (1929) v
IV (4) 1932 (1933) v
V (5) 1935 (1936) v
VI (6) 1938 (1939) v
VIl (7) 1948 (1950) v
VIl (8) 1952 (1954) v
IX (9) 1955 (1957) v
X (10) 1958 (1960) v
X1 (11) 1962 v 1961 (1962) v
Xl (12) 1965 v 1964 (1966) v
Xl (13) 1967 v 1967 (1967) v
XIV (14) 1970 v 1970 (1971) v
XV (15) 1973 X 1973 (1974) v
XVI (16) 1976 v 1976 (1977) X
XVII (17) 1979 X 1979 (1980) v
XVIII (18) 1982 X 1982 (1983) v
XIX (19) 1982 X 1985 (1986) X
XX (20) 1988 X 1988 (1990) X
XXI (21) 1991 v 1991 (1992) X
XXII (22) 1994 v 1994 (1996) v
XX11 (23) 1997 X 1997 (1999) X
XXIV (24) 2000 v 2000 (2001) v
XXV (25) 2003 X 2003 (2008) v
XXVI (26) 2007 X 2006 (2008) v
XXVII (27) 2009 X 2009 (2010) v
XXVIII (28) 2012 X 2012 (2015) X
XXIX (29) 2016 X

Urania & Copernicus: International Journal of Astronomy. [Shelf 95]

13

1881-4 (complete)

Webb Society Quarterly Journal [Shelf 82]
No.70 (Oct 87); 71 (Jan 88); 73 (Jun 88); 75 (Jan 89)
These are shelved in the Miscellaneous Collection
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Webb Society Observing Section Reports [Shelf 82]
These are shelved in the Miscellaneous Collection
Jan 88; July 88; Jan 89.
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